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DESCRIPTION: Inventory (appendix)

In addition to Victorian residences, the Alexandria district contains an
ample stock of small scale early 20th-century town houses. These were designed
in a wvariety of modes including American Four Square, Bungalow, Neo-Colonial
and Second Empire during an era of agressive eclecticism. The residential units
appear as 1nfill development throughout the distriect. Typical areas include
the 500 block of N. Washington Street and the 700 block of Oronoco Street.

The commercial area of the district centers around the corner of §. Washington
Street and King Street. Consequently both King and Washington are bordered with
commercial buildings and storefronts of varying ages, most of which date from
the first third of the 20th century. Of particular note are the Art Dece Virginia
Public Service building at 117 S. Washington Street, the Nec-Colonial Post Office
and Court House at 200 §. Washington Street and the Burke and Herbert Bank at
625 King Street.

The district also encompasses several factory buildings along Alexandria's

formerly active waterfront. The most notable of these Structures 1is the former
Ford Plant, designed by Albert Kahn. The major part of this structure is a yellow
glazed brick, saw-tooth roofed shed designed in an Art Deco style. Appended

to this structure are three concrete additions designed in a rigid, yet sympathetic

{see continuation sheet #2)
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7. DESCRIPTION: Inventory (appendix)

FRANKLIN STREET & UNTION STREET

(0ld Ford Plant): concrete; 2 stories; flat roof; 8 bays on main building,
20 bays on annex. Modern. 1920s. Architect: Albert Kahn. The 0Ql1d
Ford Plant is a unique structure in Virginia for it is the only structure
in the state designed by the famous factory architect Albert Kahn. The
main 8-bay, concrete structure has a 3-story tower at its center. It is
ad joined by a 20-plus-bay, concrete structure. All windows are of indus-
trial sash,.

KING STREET

625 (Burke and Herbert Bank): brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; flat
roof; 3 bays. Bank. Vernacular Classical. 1906, This small bank, with
bracketed cornice and curved pediment with inscribed date, is a fine
example of an early twentieth-century commercial structure.

627: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; flat roof; 2 bays. Commercial
(store). Classical Eclectic. 1910. This is an excellent example of an
early twentieth-century brick commercial building designed in rather eclec-
tic classical vocabulary.

ORONOCO STREET

711-709: brick (Flemish bond); 2 stories; gable roof; 3 bays each;
l-story, l-side-bay, arch entrance. Row house. 20th-century Vernacular.
1915-20, This structure contributes to the small scale streetscape of
this part of the district.

NORTH WASHINGTON STREET

520: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; hipped roof {composition); 1
hipped dormer; 2 bays; l-story, l-bay porch. Detached house. American
Four Square. 1920. This residence maintains the low scale of its
nineteenth- and twentieth-century neighbors.

524 brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; mansard roof (slate); 3 bays;
l-story, 3-bay porch. Detached town house. Second Empire. 1910. This
building clearly contributes to the fabric of the neighborhood in scale,
style, and materials.

528: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; mansard roof (slate); 1 shed
dormer; 3 bays. Detached town house. Twentieth-century Vernacular.
1910, This modified American Four Square building maintains the low

density of this area of the district.

(see continuation sheet #3)
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (appendix)

SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET

117: stone (limestone); 3 stories; flat roof; 5 bays. Commercial (office).
Art Deco. Ca. 1930s. Now a Marine recruiting office, this 3-story,
limestone-faced structure is a fine example of the reserved form of Art
Deco-style that was frequently used in commercial buildings.

.200 (U.S. Post Office and Courthouse): brick (5-course American bond}); 3
stories; gable roof (composition); 2 gable dormers; 5 bays. Post Office.
Colonial Revival. 1930. This 3-story, brick-and-limestone building with
its large cupola is an excellent example of the late Colonial Revival
architecture so popular for public buildings in the south.
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8. BSIGNIFICANCE -- Historical Background

In addition to the previously discussed 19th-century structures, significant
20-century buildings still stand in the historic district. These residential,
commercial, and industrial buildings contribute to the area's historic fabric
and survive as a three-dimensional palimpsest of Alexandria's development.

In part due to its excellent rail connections to both north and south, Alexandria
became an important industrial and commerical center in Northern Virginia. In
ftact, the Potomac yards were the largest classification railway yards in the
country at the turn of the century. As a result of this transportation system,
Alexandria developed a large industrial center along its waterfront adjacent to
the railway. The list of industrial enterprises in Alexandria during the early
20th century 1is rather lengthy, including large lumber vyards, leather and shoe
factories, coal wharves, ice factories, a brewery, glass works, a tile manufactury,
and a gas works. This combination of industrial vitality and excellent transportation
tacilities led Henry Ford to build a plant along the Alexandria waterfront. Designed
by Aalbert Kahn and completed in 1932, the structure incorporates a saw-tooth
roof, and Art Deco facade with a remarkable degree of structural clarity, making
it stand today as the most important example of early modern architecture in
Alexandria.

As the industrial area developed, so too did the commercial base rise to
support the needs of the residents who were drawn to Alexandria by the availability
of jobs and adequate housing. During the first two decades of this century,
a central business district developed along King and Washington streets. The
Post Qffice and Courthouse designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect
is an excellent example of a late Colonial Revival structure; the Marine recruiting
center, with its stripped Classical details and Art Deco-style ironwork, is the
finest example of that style in the district.

The aforementioned combination of industrial development along with Alexandria's
proximity to Washington D. C. caused an explosion of residential development
in the first third of the 20th century. With its reasonable rents, relatively
pure drinking water, {ine educational system, and availability of Iloans through
various cash-rich building assocliations, small scale residential developments, designed
in several styles, sprang up throughout the city. While the units are architecturally
significant and cohesive by themselves, these residences are also stylistically
sympathetic to the fabric of the 19th-century city. The early 20th-century Empire
and Four Square structures at 520-528 North Washington Street, for example, share
8 commonality of scale and material with the cotton mill across the street.
709-711 Oronoco Street performs the same function in relation to the neighboring
19th-century buildings.
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AN EMERGENGY QRDIMAMCE to amers and reerdain Som-

sion A2-85, Articin MY, Chapter 42 of The Cedn of the Ty
of Aloxandria, Yireinia, 1943, as amendod; vhich Chanter
249 relates to ZOMINNG, which Ariicle UV pelates fo LT
AMND HISTCRIC ALEANDIIA DISTRIST, and which ot
tion A2-85 relates to CREATIGNM; DGUNDARIES GF 20

TRICT. '

WHEREAS, pursuant to due and timely notice of the time
and place of hearing puhlished in & daily paper of general cir-
culation published in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, o public
hearing was held in relaticn to the matters h reinalior set
forth, at which public hearing pariles in interest and chizons
had an opportunity to be heard.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HERIBY OR-
DAINS:

Section 1. That Section 42-83; Article XIV, Chapter 42 of
The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 1063, as amended,
be and the same hereby is amended and reordained to read
as foilows: -

Sec. 42.05. Creation; boundaries.

There is hereby created in the City of Alexandria, Virginia,
a district to be kaown as the *0ld and Historie Alexandiia Dis-
trict”, beginning at a point, said point being the intersection
of the centerline of Queen Street with the west hank of (he
Potomac River: thence westward along the centerline of Quecn
Street to the centerline of Lee Street; thence northward along
the centerline of Les Strect to the center Jine of Princess Stract;
thence westward with the centerline of Princess Street in A
point 123.42 fect west of the west line of Pitt Strect; thenes
northward and parailel to the wes? line of Piit Street to a nnint
176.58 feet north of the north jine of Oronnce Strect; thenca
westward from such point ond paralleling the north Qine of
Oronoco Street tn a point 173.42 feet east of the centedline of
North Washingion Street; thence north paralleling North Wash-
ington Street to the centerline of First Street; thence nasi with
the centerline of Fivst Street to a point 060 feet cast of the
centerline of North Washington Street: thence north along
a Hne 500 feet enst of the centerline of George Washingion lMe-
morial Wighway to the north city limiis: thence west with the
north city line to a point §00 ject west of the centerline of
George Washington Meraorial Highway; thence south along &
“Jine 500 feet west of the centerline of George Washingten Me-
morial Highway to the ceaterline of Iirst Strect; tnence east
with ‘he centerline of First Street to a point 17342 feet west
of the centerline of North Washington Street; thence south par-
alleling North Washington Street to a point 173.55 fect norin
of the north ling of Oronoco Street; thence west to a point
193.42 f{cot west of the west line of Columbus Siveet; thoneo
couthward and parallel to ihe west side of Columbus Sireni
to a point 176.55 feet north of the north iine of Quesn Birents
thence westward paraileling Queen Stregt o a point 123.45 icov
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west of the weslh line ol Aifred Strect; thence sonttuvard and
parallel to the west fine of Alived Strect 1o a petat 19053 font
south of the south line af ncen frreat: theneo wos ol por
alleling the south Jine af Cusen Sirest (oA peint on the cenfer-
line of Patrick Sireet: ithence cotinnrd alons the cenierline
oi Patrick Street to a poin 1204 fect north of iy povih Tine
of Princn Street; thence westward and poraliel ta the movih
line of Prince Strect fo the contertinn of Sputh Honry Steeet)
thonce soulh alopg said crnterfine 4558 feeh jo o point; thence
westward parallet o ihe norti line of Prince Strecs heingt 4iso
{he sonth line of two 14 faol wide allevs 1o a point G342 leed
west of the west line of Senth avette Sirent; fhence noriherly
parallel to the wost fine of Favette Street 22 feet to 4 ot eovnor;
thence westward 40 feet parallel to the north line of rince
Gtreet; thence south 17.42 sees parailel to the went hine of 17ay-
cite Street to the senth Jine of a 12 foot wide allev: thence with
snid line westwardly parallel to Prince Sirect to the centeriing
of Payne Street; thence sonthware along the centerline nf
Payne Sirect to & point 300 feet south of the souih Line of Prince
Strect; thence eastwards paralleling Prince Sireet and 100 fent
south of the south Jine ol Prince Street to a neint 12342 fect
wess of the west line of Alfved Strcet; thence sonthward and
paraliel to the west jine of Alred Sfreet, to the conierding of
VWilkes Street; thenoce castward along the cenitline of Vilkes
Sireet to the centerline of Columbus Street; thence southward
with the centerline of Columbus Strect to the cenicrline of
Tranklin Street; thence westward along the centerline of Frank-
Yin Street to a point 123.42 fect west of the wesh dine of Alred
Cireet; thence southward and parallel with the west Vi of
Alived Sireet to the ceaterline of the Capifal Teltway; thenee
casiward along the cemerling of the Capital Beitway 10 a point
on the extension of ihe centerline of Raval Sireet; thenee
somthward aleng the oxtended centerline of Royal Sireet o ihn
south city line in Ilnnting Creek; thenee cast with the soih
city line to the shere Iina of the Potomac River; thence novia
wiih the shore line of the Polomac River to ihe poini of he-
ginning.

Seetion 2. That in the opinion of the City Couneil an cmerf-
ency exists and ihis I deciared an EMERGIENCY ORDINANCE
as n companion orginance to the height restriction amendment
ordinance undev consideration.

‘Section 3. That this ordinance shall be published In a news-
paper of general circulation in the City not later than five
days following its introdilction focother with a notice contain-
ing the time and place for a public hearing. The Clerk of the
Council shall note fhe date of introdnction and first reading,
{he cate of publication, the date of the publie hearing, and the
date of tiie sccond reatiing and final passage in the minuies of
tho meeting. This ordinance shall heeome cfiective the cawe of
its fimal passage.

TRANK Io. MANN
Mayor
Final Passage: June 22, iC0o
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